ioo          TURKEY AT THE STRAITS
sent, Sazonow categorically vetoed this plan.5 Russia was
opposed, for the same reason, to the efforts to bring Italy
into the war on the side of the Allies.6 The campaign against
the Dardanelles began on February 19, 1915, and the fear
that, once the Straits were occupied by the British and the
French, Russia would be left high and dry, impelled Sazo-
now to force a definite and unequivocal commitment from
Russia's allies.7
On March 4, 1915, Air. Sazonow presented a memoran-
dum to the British and French ambassadors at St. Petersburg
in which, guaranteeing respect for the interests of England
and France, the Western Allies were requested to consent
to the outright annexation by Russia of Constantinople, the
European coast of the Bosphorus, the Sea of Marmora with
its islands and the Dardanelles, together with the islands of
Imbros and Tenedos, Southern Thrace up to the Enos-Midia
line, and a small strip of the Asiatic shores along the Isrnid
peninsula.8
5 Concerning Russia's attitude toward Greek participation in the
operations against the Straits, see Constantinople et les Detroits, Vol. II,
Nos. 94-115, pp. 97-119-
6 ibid., vol. i, NOS. cvrn-cxxv, pp. 255-288.
7 Viscount Grey summed up the Russian point of view as follows:
"It had always been British policy to keep Russia out of Constantinople
and the Straits; we fought for that object in the Crimean war of the
fifties, and it was our main policy under Beaconsfield in the seventies
of the nineteenth century; of course it was our policy still. Britain was
now going to occupy Constantinople in order that when Britain and
France had been enabled, by Russia's help, to win the war, Russia
should not have  Constantinople  at the peace."   Twenty-Five  Years,
VOL n, P. 187.
8 For the text of Sazonow's memorandum, see Constantinople et les
Detroit*, Vol. I, No. XLIX, p. 175; Un livre noir, Vol. HI, p. 122.  On
March  r,  Sazonow called the  attention  of the  British and  French
ambassadors to the general excitement of the Russian public over the
question of Constantinople. He said that the whole country demanded
a "radical solution"; that the hour for plain speaking had come, and